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One Ocean 
In the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, a unique model has been developed to facilitate 
effective communication between the offshore fishing and petroleum sectors. In 2002, One Ocean 
was established as a voluntary, inter-industry liaison organization providing a neutral and practical 
medium for information exchange. The model promotes mutual awareness and understanding of 
industry operational activities and its proactive approach to address areas of potential concern is 
enhanced through its commitment to cooperation and transparency. 
 
One Ocean initiates industry specific activities to meet regional challenges and participates in 
Research and Development projects relating to potential environmental effects of the fishing and 
petroleum industries to ensure sustainable and safe practices in the marine environment.  
 
The organization consists of a Chairperson, Secretariat, Industry Board and Working Group. The 
One Ocean Industry Board is a core component of the organization and is comprised of equal, 
senior-level representation from the two industry sectors. Fishing industry members are 
represented by the Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW) union and the Association of Seafood 
Producers (ASP). Petroleum industry representatives are members of the Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers (CAPP).  
 
One Ocean is an industry driven organization not mandated by government. Members identified 
the value of having industry regulators represented on the Board in the capacity of Official 
Observers including the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (C-
NLOPB), regulator for the offshore petroleum industry and Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO),  
regulator for the fishing industry. Other Official Observers include the Fisheries and Marine 
Institute of Memorial University of Newfoundland (Marine Institute) and the Canadian Coast 
Guard (CCG). Standing Invitees include the Petroleum Industry Liaison at the FFAW-UNIFOR 
and the Groundfish Enterprise Allocation Council. 
 
To enhance the functioning of One Ocean, the Industry Board appointed a Working Group in 2009 
to provide recommendations and working level support. The Working Group consists of Industry 
Board entity members from the fishing and petroleum industries.  

Please see http://www.oneocean.ca  for more information. 
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2D   Two-Dimensional Seismic Surveys 
3D   Three-Dimensional Seismic Surveys 
4D   Four-Dimensional Seismic Surveys 
Accord Acts Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act, the Canada-

Newfoundland and Labrador Atlantic Accord Implementation 
Newfoundland and Labrador Act  

ASP   Association of Seafood Producers 
CAPP   Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers 
C-NLOPB  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board 
DFO   Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
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ESRF   Environmental Studies Research Fund 
FFAW   Fish, Food and Allied Workers union UNIFOR 
FLO   Fisheries Liaison Officer 
GEAC   Groundfish Enterprise Allocation Council 
GGEG Geophysical, Geological, Environmental and Geotechnical Program 

Guidelines 
NL   Newfoundland and Labrador 
OCI   Ocean Choice International 
PIL   Petroleum Industry Liaison 
PRNL   Petroleum Research Newfoundland and Labrador  
PSCS   Post Season Crab Survey 
SEA   Strategic Environmental Assessment 
SOCP Statement of Canadian Practice with respect to the Mitigation of Seismic 

Sound in the Marine Environment  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This report documents the 2016 Multi-Industry Workshop on Marine Seismic Surveying   organized 
by One Ocean in collaboration with the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum 
Board (C-NLOPB). The workshop was held on February 8, 2016 at Bally Haly Country Club in 
St. John’s with approximately 60 participants from the fishing, petroleum and seismic industries, 
regulators and industry consultants (Participant List: Appendix A) .   

The workshop was convened to provide a forum for fishing and petroleum representatives to share 
information, experiences and perspectives on marine seismic survey operations and interactions in 
the Newfoundland and Labrador offshore and identify joint industry practices to enhance effective 
communication, operational activities and cooperative co-existence.  

The aim of the Workshop: Draw on the knowledge shared among participants to identify and build 
on mutually safe and cooperative practices between marine users for seismic survey programs. 
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2.0 WORKSHOP FORMAT AND AGENDA 
The workshop was comprised of three sessions (Agenda: Appendix B). The first; a series 
of six presentations designed to address topics on marine seismic surveying to build a common 
basis of knowledge and awareness for all participants (Session 1 presentations are 
provided in Sections 11). 
 
The second session offered three presentations on scientific research projects. This was an 
opportunity to address uncertainties on the potential effects of seismic surveys on marine life and 
create awareness and understating of current scientific knowledge to enhance discussion on future, 
mutual research priorities (Session 2 presentations are provided in Section 12).  

Time was allotted for questions and discussion after each session and a summary of the 
topics and issues raised during these discussions is provided in Sections 3.1 and 4.1 of 
this report. 
 
The third and final session of the workshop was built around breakout group sessions to 
address the topics covered in the presentations. Participants formed five breakout groups and 
were assigned the same three questions. Each group presented its discussion outcomes during 
the plenary session. The breakout group questions and a summary of results are provided in 
Section 5 to 7 of this report. 

Section 9 of the Report outlines 13 Action Items based on questions and comments raised during 
Workshop presentations and break-out session discussion. The Action Items were reviewed 
by the One Ocean Board and Working Group and provide status details. 

The One Ocean Secretariat Conclusion is provided in Section 10 of the Report. 
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3.0 SESSION 1 PRESENTATIONS:  
1. What is marine seismic surveying and why is it conducted?  (CAPP)  

 
2. C-NLOPB regulatory regime for marine seismic surveys in CAN-NL offshore area and 

overview of Call for Bids process (C-NLOPB) 
 

3. DFO’s role in the review of marine seismic survey programs (DFO)  
 

4. One Ocean overview of joint industry initiatives on seismic survey operational activities (One 
Ocean) 
 

5. The Newfoundland and Labrador fishing industry: Overview of commercial fishing and 
experiences with seismic survey activity (FFAW and Groundfish Enterprise Allocation 
Council, (GEAC); 

 
6. Conducting seismic surveys in the Newfoundland and Labrador offshore: Experiences and 

perspectives from the seismic industry (PGS). 
 

3.1 SESSION 1 QUESTION AND ANSWER SUMMARY 
1. The fishing industry inquired about new seismic techniques and equipment. Industry 

participant stated new technology for seismic surveying has been developed using vibration 
versus air guns but has only been applied to land projects as marine application has been 
problematic. Electromagnetic surveys (EMS) are a relatively new technique used in deep water 
(>500m) to discriminate between water and petroleum in known reservoir formations;  

2. The fishing industry inquired on the opportunity to provide feedback on parcel 
nominations for Call for Bids. The C-NLOPB stated the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) procedure provides the opportunity for stakeholder input including 
environmental factors, which have an important role in the decision of land tenure 
nominations;  

3. The fishing industry stated the SEA is useful but the scale of the areas is too large and 
leads to generalized comments versus specific factors from stakeholders. Fishing industry 
suggested a step was needed in between the SEA and the Call for Bids. C-NLOPB stated 
it was a good discussion point and there was room for improvement; 

4. The fishing industry stated Environmental Assessment (EA) areas are also very large 
compared to the actual area where seismic is conducted. C-NLOPB said operators 
planning to work an area for several years are encouraged to state that so it is taken into 
account in the initial review. The size of the area for project specific EAs depends on the 
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project description filed by the proponent; an EA update or amendment will be required 
depending on the scope of project changes;    

5. Industry Consultants stated SEAs are a good tool but another tool or format is needed to 
streamline project specific EAs to lessen the repetitive content and scope and suggested 
limiting geographic information by referencing the SEA and focus on literature reviews 
and effects; 

6. An industry consultant stated EAs that cover a huge offshore area are difficult to reference 
during consultations meetings as the specific area for the program has not been identified 
at that point in time, meaning a project specific EA for a large areas is similar to an SEA; 

7. C-NLOPB stated a project specific EA referencing an SEA would lessen the repetition 
and slim the binders; 

8. Seismic operators stated EAs may cover large areas but by the time of consultation with 
the fishing industry the area is much more specific; 

9. An industry consultant stated in recent seismic consultations with the fishing industry the 
topic of gear and vessel damage was raised.  The consultant stated seismic companies do 
have compensation programs in place and the existing attributable and non-attributable 
programs are generic guidelines and do not have a prescriptive list that addresses vessel 
and gear compensation; 

10. CAPP stated technological advances have changed the process in addressing gear and 
vessel compensation. Fifteen years ago, if damage was reported the oil and gas industry 
would jointly cover the claim but with today’s technology everyone knows where 
everyone is or was and an evidence based claim can be conducted; 

11. The FFAW stated its members are concerned about the effects of seismic surveying on the 
physiology and behaviour of fish more so than gear or vessel damage; 

12. One Ocean asked about the C-NLOPB’s process for applying DFO advice on 
environmental criteria related to marine seismic exploration projects. The C-NLOPB 
stated comments are reviewed and provided to the proponent. The Statement of Canadian 
Practice with respect to the Mitigation of Seismic Sound in the Marine Environment (SOCP) 
is a reference guideline for mitigation requirements for seismic programs regarding impacts on 
marine life and specific conditions may be applied as a condition of project authorization; 
 

13. GEAC referenced its presentation regarding the cooperative approach taken between PGS 
and Ocean Choice International (OCI) in 2015 during a seismic program stating shared 
offshore areas between seismic operators and the fishing industry will increase in the 
future and recommended timely information sharing between the industries on spacial and 
temporal aspects; 
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14. Husky Energy stated the annual fishing plan mentioned in GEAC’s presentation is good 
information and asked if GEAC would share the plan with the petroleum industry. GEAC 
said it would follow up on the request; 

15. An industry consultant asked what the spacial and temporal buffers should be and the basis 
for them. The consultant stated the current practice requested by the FFAW is a seven day, 
thirty kilometer buffer for Post Season Crab Survey (PSCS) stations. The consultant asked 
if this 30/7 practice was based on DFO science; 

16. DFO stated it had never coded spacial and temporal limits for seismic operations but did 
have timing and spatial avoidance measures in place to reduce conflict with DFO Research 
Vessel surveys; 

17. The FFAW stated its members were conducting the PSCS and it was important work on 
an important species;  

18. Husky Energy stated its understanding of the PSCS had increased as a result of its 
involvement in One Ocean. Husky stated there are approximately 1400 stations surveyed 
each year between September and November and each station has 10 pots with a twenty-
four hour soak time. The station locations were provided to the oil and gas industry and 
the information is plotted and has assisted in operational planning for activities such as rig 
moves with communication with the FFAW to find out status on stations that have been 
surveyed or will be surveyed. 
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4.0 SESSION 2 PRESENTATIONS 
Session 2 consisted of three presentations from DGTaylor Inc.; DFO Science; Petroleum 
Research Newfoundland (PRNL) in conjunction with LGL environmental research associates. 
The topic: Seismic research: What has been done; what is in the works and what are future 
opportunities for collaboration in Newfoundland and Labrador.  

  

4.1 SESSION 2 QUESTION AND ANSWER SUMMARY 
1. An industry consultant commented that seismic surveys make noise; research projects measure 

noise and study the effect of noise on fish. The question is how big of an effect do we need to 
measure; 
 

2. The fishing industry stated concerns regarding the potential negative effects of seismic 
surveying on commercial crab and shrimp have been expressed for many years. Research does 
not seem to be a priority for the oil and gas industry; the delay in getting research projects off 
the ground is frustrating; 

 
3 .  The fishing industry stated there are still broad uncertainties about effects of seismic 

operations on fish and fish populations including cumulative, avoidance behaviour and 
catch rates;    

 
4. The fishing industry said the emergence of groundfish should prompt new research projects to 

provide a better understanding of the relationship and effects between seismic surveys and 
groundfish species. This needs to happen now so both industries can make informed decisions 
in the future instead of the backtracking taking place with crab and shrimp; 
 

5. The fishing industry stated it is good to draw on global seismic research projects but it is 
more important to have research conducted on species in Newfoundland and Labrador 
waters. It was noted that to ensure scientific relevance, research should be done at a local 
level and involve fishers in its development and implementation.  
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5.0 SESSION THREE: BREAKOUT GROUP QUESTIONS 
The third session focused on breakout group questions. Participants were divided into five 
groups and asked to answer the same three questions and report to plenary. 

5.1 BREAKOUT QUESTION 1 AND REPORT TO PLENARY 
Fishing and seismic survey activity often occur at the same time and the same place. Are 
current practices and mitigation measures meeting industry needs and expectations? If not, 
what operational improvements would you recommend and is there an expanded role for 
industry, the C-NLOPB, DFO and One Ocean? 
 
Results as reported to plenary: 

1. It was beneficial to have seismic operators attending the workshop to learn about their industry 
perspectives. A format to increase seismic company representation in the future was 
recommended; 
 

2. There are issues of proprietary information that impede a transparent approach to information 
sharing and it needs to be improved; 

 
3. Access to real-time data would facilitate operational planning for the fishing, petroleum and 

seismic industries; 
 
4. EA updates are working in terms of both industries working from the same page but 

consultations need to occur closer to the season start-up to work out specific details and 
logistics; 

 
5. PSCS schedule is not known and poses difficulty in operational planning. A set sequence for 

surveying the stations would assist;    
 
6. The fishing industry is playing catch-up in terms of opportunities made available to them to 

effectively impart fisheries knowledge and input for seismic programs. The fishing industry 
should have the opportunity to regularly communicate with petroleum/seismic proponents 
before, during and after a program. Information is available but feeding it into the right place 
at the right time needs to improve; 

 
7. Fisheries Liaison Officers (FLO) are invaluable to both industries as the communication liaison 

during a seismic program. The role of the FLO may need to expand and they should have more 
education and training opportunities available to them; 

 
8. Both industries need to clarify expectations; what can seismic industry do to accommodate the 

fishing industry and vice versa. The common interest is for seismic to avoid fish and fish to 
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avoid seismic. This has been happening with the help of One Ocean but at some point in time 
both industries are going to want to be in the same place at the same time more often; 

 
9. SEAs and EAs cover large areas. EA project timeframes have also expanded. The fishing 

industry should be actively involved in raising issues early on in SEAs, EAs and the land tenure 
system; 

 
10. Spatial and temporal mitigations for seismic programs should be addressed and formalized by 

both industries with input from DFO; 
 

11. Need to agree on a format and mechanism to get information out to fish harvesters. Are fishers 
aware of the mitigations in place?  It was recommended the FFAW publish an annual article 
in its Union Forum on each seismic program outlining mitigation measures taken by seismic 
companies; 

 
12. One Ocean should consider having seismic companies represented on its Board or Working 

Group; 
 
13. Effective communication is fundamental for all aspects of successful fishing and 

petroleum industry co-existence. Both industries identified the need for continued and 
better methods of timely communication for seismic programs and operational 
schedules; 

 
14. Participants also identified the need for collaborative information sharing (network) 

between the two industries, One Ocean, DFO and the C-NLOPB. 
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6.0 BREAKOUT QUESTION 2 AND REPORT TO PLENARY 
Today we heard several presentations about scientific research projects on the potential effects 
of seismic surveys on fish. Is there a requirement for more research on this subject in 
Newfoundland and Labrador? If so, what are the priorities and what are the opportunities for 
in collaborative research projects involving seismic companies?    

  

Results as reported to plenary: 
A. Research takes time and there is no way around that. Fishing industry representatives stated 

the cod is a priority going forward. A forum is needed to share fishing industry concerns 
and priorities with seismic companies; 
 

B. Because of the lengthy process for scientific research, by the time field work is getting 
underway the species may no longer be a priority to the fishing industry; 
 

C. Communication is essential in resolving concerns and it may lead to discovering research 
is not the issue; 
 

D. Research priorities need to be addressed. A format needs to be developed to communicate 
priorities to industry, government and research entities to ensure expectations are relayed; 
 

E. The fishing industry needs to identify and prioritize the research questions they want 
addressed such as behaviour, sub-lethal, catch rates etc. 

 

7.0 BREAKOUT QUESTION 3 AND REPORT TO PLENARY 
Are there additional topics or avenues of approach not addressed at today’s Workshop you 
would like to table? 

 
Results as reported to plenary: 

A. The workshop presentations and discussion provided good information and insight on many 
topics. An opportunity to convene industry representatives on more focused subjects raised at 
the workshop would be beneficial and could lead to a second meeting with regulator 
participation; 
 

B. Hold more workshops or meetings more often and table mitigation ideas as the focus for the 
next meeting; 

 
C. Breakout group experience was a highlight of the workshop. 
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8.0 Summary of Workshop and Closing Remarks from the One Ocean 
Chairman  
The Chairman closed the Workshop with the following remarks: 

• Thanked all workshop participants from near and far for attending with special 
mention to the Marine Institute students and also thanked the C-NLOPB for its 
assistance in organizing the event; 
 

• It was good to have both regulators, C-NLOPB and DFO participate in the 
workshop; 
 

• We are more informed on many levels than we were before the workshop and that is a 
positive experience. Sharing information and learning from it positions us to identify 
what is working, what is not and possible future changes; 
 

• Providing opportunities for this level of information sharing is a fundamental 
component of One Ocean. On several occasions during the workshop, participants 
mentioned the importance and benefit of holding similar meetings/workshops on an 
annual basis; something to consider; 
 

• This type of practical forum is an opportunity to foster relationships; an integral part 
of working together to ensure both industries can continue to co-exist in a safe and 
sustainable manner; 
 

• There are issues and concerns to be addressed but I am confident we have the 
ability to resolve them with the best outcome for everyone; 
 

• We will engage the One Ocean Board and Working Group on where we need to 
go next. 
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9.0 Workshop Action Items and Outcomes 
Based on Workshop presentations and break-out sessions a series of action items were 
reviewed by the One Ocean Board and Working Group. This section outlines the Action Items 
outcomes; many of these items required feedback from and correspondence with One Ocean 
members and Workshop participants. The results detailed in this section are current to the 
time the Report was completed (October 2017). 

1. SEAs and EAs cover large geographical areas and expanded timeframes. The fishing 
industry should be actively involved in raising issues and concerns at the early stages of 
SEAs, EAs and the land tenure system; 
Status: Fishing industry representatives confirmed they will contact the C-NLOPB 
directly and advise One Ocean of developments and issues. 
 

2. The opportunity for stakeholder input on the C-NLOPB’s land tenure nominations is 
provided during the SEA process. The fishing industry suggested a step was needed in 
between the SEA and the Call for Bids to improve the ability to provide comments on 
specific factors versus generalized statements at the SEA stage; 
Status: Fishing industry representatives confirmed they will contact the C-NLOPB 
directly and advise One Ocean of developments and issues. Fishing industry contacts are 
now included in the C-NLOPB land tenure email notification list. 
 

3. Consultations between the fishing, petroleum and/or seismic industries should occur when 
the proponent can provide specific information about the seismic program; 
Status: One Ocean members agreed the information provided by proponents at 
consultations meets fishing industry expectations and agreements are in place to provide 
more specific information as the project progresses. 
 

4. Project specific EAs need a better format to lessen repetitive content and scope; 
Status: One Ocean members agreed the current EA process for seismic programs is onerous 
on the proponent and stakeholders but as it falls into the regulatory realm of the C-NLOPB, is 
outside the scope of One Ocean. One Ocean did write the C-NLOPB outlining the points made 
at the Workshop regarding project EAs  
In its response, the C-NLOPB outlined the uncertainty surrounding the future of Canadian EAs 
referencing the work of the federal Expert Panel Review of EA Processes. The C-NLOPB did 
welcome the ideas raised at the Workshop and stated its current EA policy does not explicitly 
include class EAs but the Accord EA regime could potentially accommodate them. In the short 
term the C-NLOPB stated it will consider modifying project-specific EA Scoping Documents 
to more explicitly exclude the generic information covered in SEAs and in the longer term, 
will give further consideration and seek further discussion on the idea of class EAs. 
 

5. Sharing the annual fishing plan referenced in GEAC’s presentation with One Ocean would 
provide useful information for the petroleum and seismic industries; 
Status: One Ocean contacted GEAC requesting information on the annual offshore fishing 
industry plan. GEAC stated some of the information is proprietary and asked what type of 
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information One Ocean would need. One Ocean assured GEAC the information shared did not 
need to disclose sensitive or confidential details and the petroleum industry would be interested 
in timing and location information. Ocean Choice International agreed to contact GEAC to 
discuss a way forward on providing a plan conducive to both industry sectors. One Ocean has 
not received a response.  

  
6. There was discussion regarding the special and temporal practice of mitigation regarding 

seismic surveying and the DFO-Industry post-season crab survey. Workshop participants 
wanted to know the basis for this practice and if they are the same measures DFO has in 
place for Research Survey vessels?  Participants stated spatial and temporal mitigations 
for seismic programs should be addressed and formalized by the fishing and petroleum 
industries with input from its regulators; 
Status: One Ocean contacted DFO requesting details the 30km/7day practice and information on 
current measures for research vessels. DFO Science advised it developed an internal protocol 
outlining proactive measures to avoid overlap between seismic survey operations and DFO 
research survey activities.  For the purposes of the protocol, ‘overlap’ is defined as seismic 
survey operations occurring within a 30 km radius of a DFO sampling station within 7 days of 
the sampling taking place and includes various temporal components. 
 
FFAW members do not consider the DFO-Industry post-season crab survey the same as 
other DFO scientific surveys e.g. spring and trawl surveys. 
 
The FFAW states the 30km/7 day measure is not an acceptable mitigation for the PSCS and the 
FFAW has consistently stated it is not in support of seismic activity being conducted over these 
stations prior to them being sampled for the year. 
 

7. Petroleum operators have a better understanding and awareness of the PSCS however; the 
nature of the PSCS limits the FFAW’s ability to communicate the status of the 1400 stations 
to the petroleum and seismic industries in a timely manner. The structure of the PSCS entails 
many variables on when a station is executed. Harvesters participating in the PSCS may change 
each year as can the station and the time it is surveyed. Are there opportunities to amend the 
structure such as assigning an annual numeric sequence to the stations; 
Status: The FFAW states there are currently no opportunities to change the existing structure 
but did indicate there may be changes to the PSCS. The FFAW confirmed it would continue 
to send weekly emails to One Ocean members on completed stations. 
  

8. Industry representatives requested confirmation FFAW fish harvesters are informed about 
planned seismic programs and the mitigations measure taken by seismic companies. It was 
suggested the FFAW publish an annual article it its Union Forum to report on the seismic 
programs and practices of mitigation; 
Status: The FFAW stated it posts regular articles on the oil and gas industry in the Union 
Forum. Updates are also provided by the PIL at annual FFAW executive and regional 
meetings.  
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9. Noting the timeline for scientific research projects, the fishing industry needs to identify 
and prioritize research questions they want addressed. This information should be shared 
with industry, government and research entities; 
Status: In April 2016, One Ocean fishing industry members identified cod as a priority 
research species. During the preliminary development of a One Ocean research proposal 
on the potential effects of seismic survey on ground fish, the organization became aware 
of a similar project being undertaken by a Joint Industry Programme (JIP) of the 
International Association of Oil and Gas producers (IOGP), “Establishing the Sensitivity of 
Fish to Seismic Activities”. Contact between the Project Lead, One Ocean and Petroleum 
Research Newfoundland and Labrador (PRNL) was coordinated by One Ocean members of 
the JIP. One Ocean and PRNL are organizing a Workshop in St. John’s, (November 2017) 
with members of the JIP to learn more about the project and its applicability to the NL region. 
The Workshop will also provide an opportunity for fishing and petroleum industry 
representatives to provide feedback and discuss future research.  
 

10. Does the role of the FLO need to expand? Do FLOs require more education and training; 
Status: One Ocean members agreed the role of the FLO met expectations and requirements 
and did not need to expand. 
 

11. One Ocean should consider having seismic companies represented on its Board or Working 
Group; 
Status: The One Ocean By-Law outlines the requirements for membership. Petroleum industry 
representatives must be members of CAPP. Working Group members are appointed by One 
Ocean directors as representatives of the same individual companies.  
One Ocean members agreed seismic company representatives could attend Board or WG 
meetings as an invited guest if warranted.  
 

12. Participants proposed One Ocean hold an annual seismic workshop/meeting convening 
industry representatives to share outcomes from the previous workshop and provide an 
opportunity for representatives to table specific subjects for discussion for future 
workshops/meetings; 
Status: One Ocean members agreed an annual meeting would not be necessary but the 
opportunity to discuss lessons learned from both the fishing and petroleum industries regarding 
seismic programs should be tabled at Working Group meetings and may be the correct time to 
invite seismic company representatives as a guest One Ocean member companies are not the 
proponent. 
 

13. Are there specific items that need to be addressed by One Ocean to improve safe and 
cooperative joint industry practices for marine seismic survey operations and interactions in 
the Newfoundland and Labrador offshore 
Status: One Ocean members the items raised at the Workshop were comprehensive and did 
not have other items to table.   
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10.0 One Ocean Secretariat Remarks 2017 
The 2016 Multi-Industry Workshop on Marine Seismic Surveying provided participants the 
opportunity to share knowledge and perspectives on marine seismic surveying with the aim of 
identifying and building on mutually safe and cooperative practices.  

The Action Items, (Section 9) addressed questions and issues raised during the workshop. The One 
Ocean Secretariat, (Chairman and Managing Director) has identified two additional items and will 
engage the One Ocean Board and Working Group for discussion and direction. 

10.1 Seismic Research 
It is not known how, or if the regulators for the fishing and petroleum industries in NL, (DFO and 
the C-NLOPB) use scientific research report findings. Does the information influence policy 
decisions? If yes, what are the changes and if no, why not? It would also be useful to know fishing 
industry (FFAW, ASP, OCI and GEAC) views of the scientific research results and how, or if they 
are considered and applied in commercial fishery activities.  

10.2 Industry-DFO Post Season Crab Survey   
The annual PSCS, initiated in 2003, was developed in response to the need for an industry-driven, 
scientifically sound survey to acquire catch and effort data and biological information on the snow 
crab resource. The data collected from the survey are used to develop biomass indices for inclusion 
in the yearly assessment of 2J3KLNOP4R snow crab.  

The PSCS is a collaborative venture between DFO and FFAW/Unifor and the approximate 1500 
stations are surveyed by FFAW members. As noted in Section 9.0, (item 7) the nature of the PSCS 
may limit the FFAW’s ability to communicate the survey schedule of the 1500 stations to 
petroleum and seismic entities. The configuration of the PSCS entails many variables on when a 
station is executed including weather conditions and harvesters participating in the PSCS may 
change each year, as can the station and the time it is surveyed.  

PSCS practices of mitigation for DFO and the FFAW should not vary. Consistent practices and 
processes will facilitate understanding for seismic and petroleum companies and enable 
cooperative planning for both industries from EAs to operational activity. To avoid potential 
conflicts, the One Ocean Secretariat recommends DFO, the C-NLOPB, FFAW, seismic and 
petroleum representatives meet to discuss practices of mitigation and a communication plan for 
the PSCS.  
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11.0 SESSION 1 PRESENTATIONS 

11.1 Overview of the One Ocean Organization - Bill Wells, One Ocean Chairman 
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11.2 What is marine seismic surveying and why is it conducted? - Paul Barnes, Manager 
Atlantic Canada, CAPP 
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11.3 Regulatory regime for marine seismic surveys in CAN-NL offshore area and overview 
of Call for Bids process- Craig Rowe, Director Exploration and Dave Burley, Director of 
Environmental Affairs, C-NLOPB 
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11.4 DFO’S Role in the review of marine seismic survey programs – Jason Kelly, A/Team 
Leader, Client Liaison, Partnerships, Standards and Guidelines, DFO 
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11.5 One Ocean overview of joint industry initiatives on seismic survey operational 
activities – Maureen Murphy Rustad, Managing Director, One Ocean    
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11.6 The Newfoundland and Labrador fishing industry: Overview of commercial fishing 
and experiences with seismic survey activity:  Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW) 
union UNIFOR – Keith Sullivan, President  
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11.7 The Newfoundland and Labrador fishing industry: Overview of commercial fishing 
and experiences with seismic survey activity: Groundfish Enterprise Allocation Council 
(GEAC) – Dr. Kris Vascotto, Executive Director, GEAC   
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11.8 Conducting seismic surveys in the Newfoundland and Labrador offshore: Experiences 
and perspectives from the seismic industry - Neil Paddy, Contract Manager, Marine 
Contract | North and South America, PGS  
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12.0 SESSION 2 PRESENTATIONS 

12.1 Seismic research: What has been done; what is in the works and what are future 
opportunities for collaboration in Newfoundland and Labrador –Dave Taylor, Consultant, 
DG Taylor Inc.  
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12.2 Seismic research: What has been done; what is in the works and what are future n 
opportunities for collaboration in Newfoundland and Labrador –Dr. Corey Morris, 
Research Technician, Ecological Sciences, Science Branch, DFO 
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12.3 Seismic research: What has been done; what is in the works and what are future 
opportunities for collaboration in Newfoundland and Labrador - Dave Finn, CEO, 
Petroleum Research Newfoundland and Labrador; John Christian, Senior Biologist, LGL 
Limited environmental research associates  
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APPENDIX A: Workshop Participant List 
 

                                               
 

2016 Multi Industry Workshop on Marine Seismic 
Surveying Participant List 

 
  

1. Lily Abbass; Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
2. Nikole Andres; HMDC ExxonMobil   
3. Paul Barnes; Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP)-One Ocean  
4. Steve Bettles; Husky Energy-One Ocean      
5. Glenn Blackwood; Fisheries and Marine Institute 
6. Steve Bonnell; Amec Foster Wheeler  
7. Lesa Brushett Tanner; WesternGeco Canada  
8. Dave Burley; Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB)   
9. Nelson Bussey; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR-One Ocean 
10. Derek Butler; Association of Seafood Producers-One Ocean    
11. Strat Canning; Canning & Pitt Inc. 
12. Andy Careen; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
13. Austin Cassell; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
14. John Christian; LGL Limited environmental research associates  
15. Kim Coady; Statoil Canada 
16. Edgar Coffey; QuinSea-One Ocean  
17. Stephanie Curran; Statoil Canada-One Ocean 
18. Darlene Davis; RPS 
19. Rob Dunphy; Hebron ExxonMobil Canada Properties -One Ocean     
20. Ken Dyer; Husky Energy-One Ocean     
21. Rick Ellis; Ocean Choice International-One Ocean  
22. Dave Finn; Petroleum Research Newfoundland and Labrador 
23. Ray Finn; Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
24. Rendell Genge; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
25. Ernest Hynes; Student-Marine Institute 
26. Greg Janes; Suncor Energy-One Ocean      
27. Hanna Janzen; ExxonMobil Canada Ltd.-One Ocean     
28. Kjell Karlsson; Seabird Exploration Americas  
29. Jason Kelly; Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
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30. Sean Kelly; Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB)  
31. Dean Kennedy; GXT-ION Geophysical 
32. Calvin Kerrivan; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
33. Murray Lavers; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
34. Barry McCullum; Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
35. Brent Miller; Suncor Energy-One Ocean    
36. Corey Morris; Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
37. Maureen Murphy Rustad; One Ocean    
38. Troy Nelson; TGS-Arcis  
39. Neil Paddy; PGS  
40. Dave Pinsent; Husky Energy 
41. Rob Pitt; GXT-ION Geophysical 
42. Craig Rowe; Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB) 
43. Dwight Russell; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
44. Eric Ruygrok;  Seitel Canada   
45. Tom Scoulios; Polarcus US, Inc.  
46. Stephanie Snow; Student-Marine Institute 
47. Wade Spurrell; Canadian Coast Guard-One Ocean  
48. Drew St. Peter; Polarcus US, Inc. 
49. Heather Starkes; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR 
50. Gisle Stjern; Statoil Canada-One Ocean    
51. Dwan Street; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR -One Ocean  
52. Keith Sullivan; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR -One Ocean   
53. Dave Taylor; DGTaylor Inc.-One Ocean  
54. Scott Tessier; Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB)   
55. Ellen Tracy; Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
56. Kris Vascotto; Groundfish Enterprise Allocation Council (GEAC)-One Ocean   
57. Greg Viscount; Ocean Choice International (OCI)-One Ocean     
58. Sarah Walsh; Student-Marine Institute 
59. Bill Wells; One Ocean   
60. Mike White; Nalcor Energy  
61. Glen Winslow; Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW)-UNIFOR -One Ocean  
62. Elizabeth Young; Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB)  
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APPENDIX B: Workshop Agenda 
 

 

         

2016 Multi-Industry Workshop on Marine Seismic Surveying 

Monday, February 8, 2016  

0800-1700  

 Bally Haly Country Club, 100 Logy Bay Road, St. John's, NL. 

Contact: Maureen Murphy Rustad 709 727-6799  

 

AGENDA 

0800 Welcoming remarks and Workshop overview - Bill Wells, One Ocean Chairman 

0820 What is marine seismic surveying and why is it conducted? - Paul Barnes, Manager 
Atlantic Canada, CAPP  

0850 Regulatory regime for marine seismic surveys in CAN-NL offshore area and overview of 
Call for Bids process- Craig Rowe, Director Exploration and Dave Burley, Director of 
Environmental Affairs, C-NLOPB  

0920 DFO’s role in the review of marine seismic survey programs – Jason Kelly, A/Team 
Leader, Client Liaison, Partnerships, Standards and Guidelines, DFO 

0950 One Ocean overview of joint industry initiatives on seismic survey operational activities – 
Maureen Murphy Rustad, Managing Director, One Ocean    
 
1010 Question and Answer session 

BREAK 1030-1045  

The Newfoundland and Labrador fishing industry: Overview of commercial fishing and 
experiences with seismic survey activity: 
1045 Fish, Food and Allied Workers (FFAW) union – Keith Sullivan, President  
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1115 Ocean Choice International (OCI) and Groundfish Enterprise Allocation Council (GEAC) 
– Dr. Kris Vascotto, Executive Director, GEAC    
 
1145 Conducting seismic surveys in the Newfoundland and Labrador offshore: Experiences and 
perspectives from the seismic industry - PGS-MKI, Neil Paddy, Contract Manager, Marine 
Contract | North and South America  
 
1215 Question and Answer session 

LUNCH 1235-1330 (Lunch provided) 

1330 Seismic research: What has been done; what is in the works and what are future 
opportunities for collaboration in Newfoundland and Labrador –Dave Taylor, Consultant, DG 
Taylor Inc.; Dr. Corey Morris, Research Technician, Ecological Sciences, Science Branch, DFO;  
Dave Finn, CEO, Petroleum Research Newfoundland and Labrador; John Christian, Senior 
Biologist, LGL Limited environmental research associates  
 
1430 Question and Answer session 

1445 Break-out Groups session 

BREAK 1530-1545  

1545 Breakout Groups report to plenary  

1645 Summary of Workshop action items and closing remarks – Bill Wells, One Ocean 
Chairman  
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